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WALTHAM  HOLY  CROSS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Waltham  Holy  Cross  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report, 
including  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1950. 

In  the  statistical  tables  which  follow,  births  and  deaths 
have  been  corrected  for  “inward”  and  “outward”  transfers — 
i.e.,  they  refer  only  to  persons  who  normally  reside  in  the 
District,  and  they  include  all  births  and  deaths  among  them 
wherever  occurring.  Infectious  diseases,  however,  are 
allocated  to  the  district  in  which  they  arise,  irrespective  of 
place  of  normal  residence  of  the  patient.  All  rates  and  figures 
include  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area. 

The  health  of  the  population  remained  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  infectious 
disease,  and  the  total  of  notifications  received  was  the  lowest 
in  recent  years.  It  is  particularly  satisfactory  to  note  that 
there  were  no  cases  of  infantile  paralysis,  diphtheria,  puerperal 
fever,  typhoid  or  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year,  and 
only  eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  fifteen  in 
the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  showed  an  increase  from  112  (13.9  per 
1,000  population)  to  132  (15.9  per  1,000).  Female  births 
again  exceeded  male  births,  so  that  of  a  total  of  399  births  in 
the  last  3  years,  236  were  females  !  Only  2  still-births 
were  recorded,  compared  with  7  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  Death  Rate  fell  from  12.8  per  1,000  population 
(total  103)  to  10.5  per  1,000  (total  87).  The  fall  was  distri¬ 
buted  generally  among  the  various  causes  of  death,  with  the 
exception  of  cancer  and  heart  diseases. 

Four  cases  were  referred  for  possible  action  under 

Sec .  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act ,  1948,  as  persons  in  need 

of  care  and  attention.  Two  of  these  were  eventually  placed 

in  hospitals  or  institutions  with  their  own  consent  ;  one  was 

provided  with  a  Home  Help,  and  improvement  of  the  housing 

conditions  of  the  remaining  case  adequately  dealt  with  the 
situation. 

The  Clean  Food  Campaign  was  continued  by  the 
Council  despite  the  general  apathy  of  public  and  traders  alike. 
The  Guild  distributed  new  model  codes  of  practice  for  Mobile 
Ice  Cream  Vendors  and  for  Licensed  Public  Houses,  and 
arranged  a  film  show  on  Rat  Infestation  and  Food  Poisoning, 
to  wrhich  all  food  traders  were  individually  invited,  and  the 
public  welcomed. 

The  Council  adopted  Model  Bye-laws  (issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food)  on  the  Handling,  Preparation  and  Distribu¬ 
tion  of  Food. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  commented  on  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  all  proposals  for  construction  and  alteration  ot 
premises  in  which  food  is  to  be  prepared,  stored  or  sold, 
being  submitted  at  an  early  stage  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  expert  opinion  and  guidance,  which  would  be 
moie  gladly  given,  and  doubtlessly  more  welcome,  than 
criticism  after  the  work  is  completed. 

In  concluding,  I  would  again  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  ‘ 
their  continued  help  and  co-operation,  and  the  Chairman  and  1 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  j 
during  the  year. 

H.  FRANKS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and 

Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres  .... 

Civilian  Population  (mid- 1950) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value.... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

The  rate  in  the  pound  was  21s.  4d. 


10,959 

8,267 

2,340 

,£65,618 

£260 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
58  69  127 

3  2  5 


Total  132 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population.... 


15.9 


Still  Births  :  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

1  l  2 

0  0  0 

Total  2 


Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 


Deaths  (all  causes) 


Male 

42 


15.0 

Female  Total 

45  87 


(Registrar  General’s  Figures) 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population 


10.5 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 


Male  Female  Total 

1  2  3 

0  0  0 

Total  3 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  (per  1,000  live  births)  22.7 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  age  2  years  0 
Maternal  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Causes  of  Death  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General 

for  the  Year  1950 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis 

.... 

2 

0 

2 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

.... 

12 

5 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

system 

3 

9 

12 

Heart  Disease 

•  ••• 

14 

14 

28 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

0 

9 

2 

Bronchitis 

.... 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Digestive  Diseases 

.... 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

.... 

1 

0 

I 

Nephritis 

.... 

0 

1 

1 

Disease  of  Prostate 

.... 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

.... 

1 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

.... 

0 

1 

1 

Suicide 

.... 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes 

.... 

3 

8 

11 

Totals 

42 

45 

87 
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Table  of  Comparative  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  in  the 
year  1950  (provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly 
returns).  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


England  and 
Wales 

126  County  Bor¬ 
oughs  and  Great 
Towns  including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  (Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  census 

London  A  dm. 
County 

W.H.C.U.D. 

Live  births 

•  •  >  • 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

15.9 

Still  births 

•  •  •  • 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

0.24 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

•  •  •  • 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

10.5 

Deaths — 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 

.... 

29.8  (a) 

33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

22.7 

Enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  under 

2  years  of 

age 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

0.0 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  the 
Health  Services  in  the  area 

(a)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  (see 

first  page). 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities.  A  Ministry  of  Health  Labora¬ 

tory  operates  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Epping. 
Milk,  water  and  ice  cream  samples  are  examined  at 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory,  66  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W,t. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities.  Transport  of  the  sick  and  in¬ 

jured  and  maternity  cases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Essex  County  Council  and  is  free  of  charge. 

In  cases  of  accident  or  emergency,  an  ambu¬ 
lance  is  obtained  by  dialing  999  on  any  Waltham 
Cross  telephone.  Where  there  is  no  dialling  system 
it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an 
ambulance  to  be  sent  to  the  place  required,  or  to 
deliver  the  message  personally  at  the  Fire  Station, 
Romeland,  Waltham  Abbey.  Calls  of  a  non-urgent 
nature  are  only  accepted  from  responsible  persons 
in  the  service,  e.g.  doctors,  nurses,  etc. 

The  “sitting  case”  car  service  previously 
organised  by  your  Council  continues,  by  consent  of 
the  volunteers  concerned,  to  operate  in  the  district 
as  part  of  the  County  Council  service. 

(d)  Hospitals.  The  hospitals  serving  the  area  are  adminis¬ 

tered  by  the  North-East  London  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 
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(e)  Child  Welfare.  The  Essex  County  Council  (Forest  Area) 

is  the  Welfare  Authority  for  the  district.  Clinics 
are  held  at  the  following  times  at  “The  Cedars,” 
Sewardstone  Road,  Waltham  Abbey  : — 

Child  Welfare  Centre.  Every  Friday  at 

2  p.m. 

School  Children  (minor  ailments).  1st 

and  3rd  Monday  in  each  Month  at  9.30  a.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  1st  and  3rd 

Monday  in  each  month  at  10.30  a.m.  No  charge  is 
made. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic.  1st  and  3rd  Monday  in 
each  month  at  2  p.m. 

Women’s  Welfare.  Monday  11.30  a.m. 
By  appointment  only. 

Dental  Clinic.  By  appointment  only. 

Eye  Specialist.  By  appointment  only. 

Physiotherapist.  By  appointment  only. 

Day  Nursery  continues  to  be  available  for 
children  under  school  age.  Application  for  ad¬ 
mission  should  be  addressed  to  ‘‘The  Forest  Area 
M.O.,  Municipal  Offices,  Woodford,  E.18.” 

Upshire  Village  Hall  (Weighing  Centre). 

Alternate  Thursdays  at  3  p.m. 

(f)  School  Health  Service.  The  Education  Authority  is 

the  Essex  County  Council.  School  nurses  inspect 
the  children  regularly,  and  there  is  a  medical 
inspection  at  each  school  not  less  than  once  per 
year.  Advice  and  treatment  are  provided  at  the 
Combined  Treatment  Centre  at  the  appropriate 
sessions  as  listed  above. 
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(g)  Tuberculosis  Service.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at 


Waltham  Abbey  Isolation  Hospital  every  Monday 
at  2  p.m. 


During  the  year  the  Care  Association  for  the  area 
covering  the  Chigvvell,  Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar 
districts  continued  to  function.  The  Association  assist  cases 
awaiting  admission  to  sanitorium  in  various  ways  and  arranges 
also  for  the  admission  of  child  contacts  to  convalescent  homes. 
It  concerns  itself  also  with  the  after  care  of  patients  by 
assistance  in  obtaining  materials  for  occupational  therapy  and 
whenever  possible,  suitable  employment  for  those  ht  to  work. 
The  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and 
receives  also  a  grant  from  the  County  Council. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  is  Mr.  A  ].  Edwards,  37 
Woodland  Road,  Loughton. 

(h)  District  Nurses’,  Health  Visitors’,  Midwives’ Services 


and  Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  Essex  County 
Council,  and  administered  locally  by  the  Forest  Area 
H  ealth  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council.  The  Area 
Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  F.  G.  Brown,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h., 
Municipal  Offices,  W^oodford,  E.18,  from  whom  the 
following  statistics  have  been  received  : — 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors. 

1st  Visits.  Re-Visits. 


Under  1  year 
1 — 5  years 
Others  (total) 


201 


0 

250 


Under  1  year 
1 — 5  years 


479 

728 


Cases  attended  by  Midwives. 


(a)  As  Midwives 

(b)  As  Maternity  Nurses 


19 

9 


Total 


28 
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Visits  paid  by  H  ome  N  urses. 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  ....  ....  ....  151 

(b)  School  Children  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

(c)  Adults  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3478 

Total  3659 


Domestic  Help. 

Number  of  hours’  help  supplied  ....  ....  9,300 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  238 

Post-Natal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Infants  under  1  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  1874 

Children  1 — 5  years  ....  ....  ....  ....  1020 

Attendances  at  Women’s  Welfare  Clinics. 

Birth  Control  (1st  visits)  ....  ....  ....  11 

,,  (Re-visits)  ....  ....  ....  6 

Attendances  at  Weighing  Centre,  Upshire  Village  Hall. 

Infants  under  1  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  117 

Children  1 — 5  years  ....  ....  ....  ....  205 

Vaccinations. 

Primary  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  75 

Re-vaccinations  ....  ■  ....  ....  ....  8 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Primary  (full  course)  ....  ....  ....  ....  94 

Reinforcing  injections  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
(Sections  C,  D  &  E) 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

I.  (i)  Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board’s 
area  of  supply.  There  are  outlying  parts  of  the  district  which 
do  not  receive  the  benefit  of  this  supply  and  depend  solely  on 
water  from  shallow  wells.  Samples  obtained  from  these  wells 
during  the  year  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

At  Claverhambury,  the  Clapton  Stadium  Ltd.  supply 
their  dwelling  houses  and  kennels,  together  with  an  adjoining 
dairy  farm,  with  water  obtained  from  an  artesian  well.  The 
water  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewerage  from  the  urban  part  of  the  area,  together  with 
that  from  parts  of  Upshire  and  High  Beech,  is  conveyed  by 
both  gravitation  and  electricpumps  to  the  Main  Works  at 
Brooker  Road.  The  treatment  here  comprises  screening,  sedi¬ 
mentation  and  aeration  in  circular  filters,  after  which  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  and  finally  discharged  into  Cobbins  Brook, 
a  tributary  of  the  River  Lee. 

A  similar  works  on  a  small  scale  serves  the  Seward- 
stontbury  area,  whilst  the  sewage  from  about  25  dwellings 
in  Sewardstone  gravitates  to  a  small  works  consisting  of  septic 
tanks  and  rectangular  filters,  together  with  an  internal  com¬ 
bustion  pump  for  lifting  sewage  up  to  the  filters  and  final 
irrigation  channels. 

'The  remainder  of  the  district  is  not  sewrered,  drainage 
going  mainly  to  cesspools  which  are  emptied  quarterly  under 
a  Council  contract. 
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The  Sewardstone  Sewerage  Scheme  described  in  last 
year’s  Report  is  now  under  construction. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Lee  and  Cobbins  Brook  which  flow  through 
the  area,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Lee  Conservancy  Catch¬ 
ment  Board,  The  Board’s  Officers  have  been  extremely 
diligent  in  dealing  with  all  possible  sources  of  pollution. 

At  my  request,  the  Board  had  those  parts  of  Cobbins 
Brook  and  the  Cornmill  Stream,  that  run  through  the  Town, 
thoroughly  cleansed, 

2.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

A  few  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  remain  in  the 
area.  They  are  situated  in  premises  remote  from  the  sewer. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  and  salvage  are  now  collected  each  week  by  a 
10  cubic  yard  S.D.  freighter,  supplemented  by  a  5  cubic  yard 
Fordson  freighter,  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  separately  once 
a  week  at  a  quarterly  charge  basis  on  the  rate  of  6d.  per  bin. 

All  refuse  is  sorted  for  salvage  material.  Paper,  metals, 
glass  and  bones  are  separated  and  sold  to  produce  a  substantial 
revenue  and  assist  in  the  present  shortage  of  raw  materials. 
Refuse  disposal  is  by  a  two-cell  forced  draught  incinerator. 
Waste  food  is  collected  by  a  contractor  from  bins  distributed 
throughout  the  district  and  is  used  after  sterilisation  for  pig 
feeding. 

Council  maintained  streets  are  scavenged  and  gullies  are 
emptied  by  direct  labour.  County  Council  roads  are  not  dele¬ 
gated  and  these  are  cleansed  by  the  County  Council  workmen 
working  under  the  County  Surveyor. 

The  Urban  District  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
is  Mr.  George  Clarke,  A.R.I.C.S.,  M.I.Mun.E. 
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(iii)  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  during  1950  ....  324 

Number  of  Nuisances  outstanding  from  1940  ....  7 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1950  ....  142 

Number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  action  ....  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  ....  ....  1 


The  amount  of  work  effected  under  this  heading  was 
reduced  owing  to  illness. 

Legal  action  was  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  an  occupier 
persistently  ignoring  the  notice  of  intention  to  inspect.  It  was 
necessary  to  obtain  a  Magistrate’s  warrant  and  effect  an  entry 
to  the  premises.  The  condition  of  the  premises  warranted 
the  action  taken  and  a  Statutory  Notice  was  served  upon  the 
occupier  to  abate  the  nuisance  found  to  exist.  The  notice  was 
complied  with. 

Disinfection  : — 

Number  of  visits  re  cleansing  and  disinfection  after 

infectious  disease  ....  ....  ....  20 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Orders  : — 

Licences  granted  during  1 950  ....  ....  31 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  : — 

The  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950. 
A  Rodent  Operative  was  appointed  in  June  and  sewer  baiting 
was  effected  during  July.  In  August  the  Operative  left,  and 
another  was  not  appointed  until  November. 

During  the  live  months  concerned,  a  systematic  house 
to  house  inspection  was  effected  and  was  still  progressing  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Block  control  was  opeiated  in  the  area.  Domestic 
premises  received  a  free  service,  in  the  first  instance,  whilst  a 
charge  was  made  to  business  premises. 
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Where  agricultural  premises  were  found  to  be  infested, 
an  informal  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupier  and  a  copy  to  the 
Essex  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  This  action 
resulted  in  the  Committee  instructing  its  Pest  Officer  to  visit 
the  premises  and  negotiate  a  contract  with  the  occupier  with 

a  view  to  keeping  the  premises  free  from  vermin. 

Results  of  work  effected  to  the  31st  December  1950, 
were  as  follows  : — - 

1.  PREVALENCE  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 


I. 

II.  III.  IV. 

Number  of  Properties 
in  Local  Authority’s  Area 

in  which  infestation  was 
Notified  Other-  Recorded 

V 

VI. 

Analysis 

Column 

No.  infest* 

VII. 

of 

IV. 

id  by 

Tvpe  of 

Total 

bv 

wise 

total  of 

Rats 

Mice 

Property. 

Local  Authori- 

Occupier 

dis¬ 

covered. 

(II.)  and 
(III.) 

Maj.  Min. 

only. 

tv’s  Property 
Dwelling 

18 

17 

1 

18 

0 

18 

0 

Houses 

Business 

2200 

35 

39 

74 

1 

66 

7 

Premises 

Agricultural 

258 

3 

8 

11 

2 

6 

3 

Property 

160 

0 

5 

5 

1 

4 

0 

TOTAL 

2636 

55 

53 

108 

4 

94 

10 

2.  MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Number  of  treatments 

Type  of 
Property. 

proper¬ 
ties  in- 

inspec¬ 

tions 

notices 

served 

carried  out 

Local  Author- 

spected. 

made. 

under 
Sec.  4. 

By  arrange¬ 
ment  with 
occupier. 

Rats  Mice 
only 

Under 
Sec.  5 
(b 

Rats  Mic 
otib 

itv’s  Property 
Dwelling 

19 

19 

0 

10  0 

0  0 

Houses 

Business 

629 

629 

0 

36  0 

0  0 

Premises 

Agricultural 

25 

25 

0 

1  1 

0  0 

Property 

5 

5 

0 

2  0 

0  0 

TOTAL 

678 

678 

0 

49  1 

0  0 
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(iv)  Camping  Sites. 

Number  of  sites  for  which  licences  have  been  issued 

by  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  21 

Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  during  1950  ....  11 

Number  of  campers  during  1950  (approximately)  ....  500 

The  sites  are  provided  with  separate  privy  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  sexes;  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  water  and 
also  covered  receptacles  for  refuse. 

The  tendency,  mentioned  last  year,  to  make  caravans 
permanent  homes  on  these  sites  is  increasing.  The  housing 
shortage  and  the  desire  of  young  couples  to  obtain  privacy  in 
a  home  of  their  own  are  determining  factors  in  this  situation. 

Another  aspect  of  the  situation  is  that  owners  of  ground 
are  aware  that  the  provision  of  sites  for  caravans  can  be  a 
profitable  investment.  The  sites  proposed  for  development 
are  not  always  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

One  wonders  whether  or  not  it  would  be  sound  policy 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  develop  a  site  itself,  or  alternatively, 
to  -encourage  the  development  in  approved  places  of  one  or  two 
model  sites  to  cope  with  this  growing  problem. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  Sewardstone  area  continues  to  be  polluted  at  times 
with  smoke  and  grit  from  the  Eastern  Electricity  Board’s 
Power  Station  at  Brimsdown.  Representations  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  authority  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  abate  the 
nuisance  proved  unavailing. 

The  possibility  of  providing  apparatus,  in  conjunction 
with  adjoining  Authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
evidence  of  pollution  was  examined  and  rejected  on  grounds 
of  cost. 

An  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  continues  to  exist. 
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(vi)  Survey  of  Public  Houses. 

A  survey  of  Public  Houses  was  conducted  during  the 
year.  Attention  was  primarily  directed  to  the  following  : — 

(a)  Facilities  for  the  washing  and  sterilizing  of 
glasses,  etc. 

(b)  Sanitary  accommodation  for  the  sexes 

A  total  of  thirty-three  premises  was  visited,  owned  by 
various  Breweries.  In  company  with  two  Councillors,  a 
complete  survey  was  made  and  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs  found  to  exist  was  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

In  some  premises  the  Licensee  was  concerned  with 
sterilizing  of  glasses,  and  the  condition  of  the  premises 
generally.  Others  were  concerned,  but  lacked  the  necessary 
facilities  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  cleansing  they  wished. 
In  other  premises,  there  was  a  total  disregard  for  cleanliness. 
In  one  premises,  the  Licensee  simply  used  all  available  glasses 
and  washed  up  the  following  morning.  What  happened  when 
all  the  clean  glasses  were  in  use,  and  new  customers  came  in, 
can  be  imagined. 

A  full  comprehensive  report  was  presented  to  the 
Committee,  who  decided  that  a  list  of  recommendations  be 
forwarded  to  each  Brewery  requesting  that  all  improvements 
mentioned  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost  possible  speed. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Brewers  are  collaborating 
and  are  submitting  proposals.  The  Ministry  of  Works 
licensing  system  is,  however,  acting  as  a  deterrent  to  the 
more  ambitious  schemes  and  one  has  to  be  content  to  com¬ 
promise  with  interim  schemes  of  improvement. 


No.  of 

Facilities  Premises 

(a)  Constant  hot  water  not  available  20 

(b)  Cold  water  not  available  9 

(c)  Sinks  not  provided  9 
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Facilities 


No.  of 
Premises 

(d)  Sink  waste  not  provided  (a  bucket  under  sink)  4 


(e)  Detergents  used  for  washing-up  15 

Sanitary  Accomodation— -Males. 

Urinals: 

Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  accomodation  ....  16 

Unsuitable  material  for  stalls  ....  ....  16 

Inadequately  flushed  ....  ....  ....  14 

Lack  of  privacy....  ....  ....  ....  6 

W.C.’s  not  provided  ....  ....  ....  15 

Pail  closets  provided  ....  ....  ....  1 

Sanitary  Accomodation — Females. 

W.C.’s  not  provided  ....  ....  ....  4 

Pail  closets  provided  ....  ....  ....  1 

Unsuitable  amenities  ....  ....  ....  6 


Sanitary  Towel  Bins.  In  only  a  few  cases  was  a  thought 
given  to  this  problem,  and  in  my  opinion,  provision  of  such  a 
bin  should  be  made  compulsory. 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  ....  208 

Works  of  repair  were  effected  at  the  following 

number  of  houses  ....  ....  ....  68 

Demolition  orders  made  ....  ....  ....  4 

Building  costs  have  continued  to  rise,  whilst  rents  have 
remained  static.  This  fact  has  compelled  one  to  view  with 
reluctance  the  application  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936, 
which  deals  with  “houses  capable  of  being  repaired  at  reason¬ 
able  cost.” 

Informal  action  has,  nevertheless,  resulted  in  progress 
being  made. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Entwisle,  A.R.V.O.,  Re¬ 
housing  Officer,  for  the  following  information  relating  to 


premises  administered  by  the  Council  : — 

Estate.  No.  of  Houses. 

Crooked  Mile  ....  ....  4 

Denny  Avenue  ....  ....  62 

Harold  Estate  ....  ....  50 

Upshire  Road  ....  ....  36 

Tennyson  Avenue  ....  ....  20 

Eastbrook  Road  ....  ....  10 

Forest  Close  ....  ....  10 

Beechfield  Walk  ....  ....  24 

Princesfield  Estate  ....  ....  198 

-  414 

Beechfield  Walk  and  Lodge  Lane 

Prefabricated  Bungalows  ....  50 

-  50 
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Estate. 


No.  of  Houses. 


Repuisitioned  premises 
Avey  Lane  Camp 


40 

15 


55 


GRAND  TOTAI 


519 


Total  number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  was 
90,  incorporating  325  persons  in  all. 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  1950  was 
five  by  private  enterprise  and  a  further  fifty-seven  by  the  Local 
Authority. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  of  Food. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Dealers’  Licences  were  granted  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Sterilised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Supplementary  Licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  were 
granted  as  follow’s  : — 

Pasteurised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Sterilised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933 
Ice  Cream  Regulations. 

Number  of  Persons  registered  as  manufacturers  and 

vendors  _  ....  ....  ....  ....  _  2 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  vendors  ....  ....  58 

Eleven  persons  were  stopped  selling  ice  cream  in  the 
area  during  the  year,  as  they  were  not  registered  under  the 
Act.  A  number  of  them  subsequently  made  application,  and 
when  a  satisfactory  report  had  been  received  upon  the  ice 
cream  offered  for  sale  and  satisfaction  obtained  regarding  the 
hygienic  handling  of  the  commodity,  registration  was  granted. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A  cattle  market  and  a  general  market  are  held  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week,  where  the  sale  of  food  is  supervised. 
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The  practice  of  washing  and  disinfecting  vehicles  con¬ 
veying  livestock  to  and  from  the  market  was  effected  during 
the  year  as  required  by  the  Transit  of  Animals  (Amendment) 
Act,  1931. 

All  slaughtering  is  effected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse,  Sewardstone  Street,  Waltham  Abbey.  In¬ 
spections  in  the  main  are  effected  outside  office  hours. 

The  following  animals  were  inspected  during  the 
year  : — 

990  Steers  and  Heifers 
364  Cows 
36  Bulls 
656  Calves 

2103  Sheep  and  Lambs 
369  Pigs 

4518  Total 


The  following  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 

38  Bovine  carcases 

6  Calve  carcases 
4  Sheep  carcases 

7  Pig  carcases 

11  Forequarters  Beef 
4  Hindquarters  Beef 

4  Tops  Beef 

9  Flanks  and  Briskets  Beef 
48  Complete  Sets  Bovine  Offal 
117  Bovine  Heads  and  Tongues 
273  Bovine  Livers 
10  Bovine  Hearts 
7  Bovine  Spleens 
185  Bovine  Lungs 

5  Calves  Heads 
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10  Calves  Plucks 
12  Sheep  Plucks 
4  Sheep  Heads 
49  Sheep  Livers 
25  Pigs  Plucks 
10  Pigs  Heads 

Total  weight  of  meat  thus  surrendered  : — 
16  tons,  16  cwts.,  3  quarters,  14  lbs. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Cows 

1026 

364 

656 

Lambs 

2103 

369 

Number  inspected 

1026 

364 

656 

2103 

369 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

342 

116 

16 

221 

91 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

33.92% 

33.52% 

3.35% 

10.1% 

25.75% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

16 

0 

0 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

66 

73 

34 

0 

54 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis 

7.41% 

24.45% 

5.18% 

0 

15.45% 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

There  are  nine  slaughtermen  licensed  under  the  Act. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed 
for  sale  were  inspected.  The  following  articles  were 
surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


2  tins  pears 
15  ,,  peas 
2  ,,  pea  soup 

2  ,,  pineapple 

1  ,,  pineapple  juice 

6  ,,  plums 

1  ,,  rabbit 

2  ,,  salmon 

56  lbs.  sheep  heads 

1  tins  spinach 

2  lbs.  sugar 

1  tins  tomatoes 

3  ,,  tomato  soup 
3  ,,  veal  (jellied) 


13J  lbs.  bacon 
16  tins  beans 

1  ,,  beef  and  pork  loaf 
5J  lbs.  beef  trimmings 

5  lbs.  6  ozs.  cheese 

6  lbs.  corned  beef 

2  tins  crayfish 
1  „  grapes 

1  „  luncheon  meat 
80  lbs.  margarine 
8  tins  meat  gravy 

1  ,,  meat  and  gravy 

2  ,,  milk  (full  cream) 

1  ,,  milk  (evaporated) 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  Essex  County  Council  deal  principally  with 
matters  coming  under  this  heading.  I  am  informed  that  all 
samples  taken  for  examination  in  this  area  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  In  addition,  a  number  of  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  forty-one  factories  on  the  register  ;  forty- 
nine  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  Minor  defects  found 
to  exist  were  remedied  at  request.  There  are  four  outworkers 
in  the  district. 

A  number  of  informal  inspections  have  been  made 
under  Section  35  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


W.  H.  MEYNELL,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.j.a. 
Sanitary  Inspector 
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SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases 


Cases  admitted 

Cases  notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Measles  ....  ....  23 

Whooping  Cough  ....  21 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  8 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  6 

Dysentery  ....  ....  1 

Malaria  ....  ....  1 

Erysipelas  ....  ....  1 


1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

1 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Tuberculosis. 

Eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Males  Females 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm.  Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 

4  0  3  1 

There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease,  both 
pulmonary. 


Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Of  the  estimated  total  of  1741  children  between  1  and 
15  years  of  age  residing  in  the  area,  1374  have  at  sometime 
received  protective  innoculations  against  this  disease  (79%). 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 
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Comparatiue  Tables  of  Infectious  Disease  Notification  and 
Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1950 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


I.  Notifications  per  1,000  popuiation 
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Notified tions  [Corrected] 
Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

0.72 

Whooping  cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

2.54 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

2.78 

Pneumonia 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in¬ 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

0.97 

cluding  polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

0.00 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.00 

Food  poisoning 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

1 

0.00 

2.  Deaths  per  1,000  population 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

001 

0.12 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

0.24 

Inti  lenza 

0.10 

0  09 

0.10 

0.07 

0.12 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in¬ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

cluding  polioencephalitis 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneun  onia 

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

0.24 

Some  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  last  five 

years 

Disease 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Scarlet  fever 

6 

13 

4 

6 

6 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

2 

13 

5 

8 

Erysipelas 

3 

7 

6 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  &  Pyrexia 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

14 

91 

20 

203 

23 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

19 

21 

9 

21 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

28 
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